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WELCOME  TO 
ORIGINAL THINKERS

Convening these days can be a sacred act. We 
are thrilled that you are here in Telluride for the second 
iteration of Original Thinkers. We believe that original 
thinking is needed now more than ever and that's why 
we have assembled a stellar lineup of speakers, artists, 
performers and filmmakers whose work will help us 
understand the world we live in as we navigate towards a 
daunting future. These remarkable individuals represent 
the intersection of story and ideas that we want to delve 
into at Original Thinkers, and we believe what they have 
to say will be nothing short of transformative.

It is not easy to create a new cultural gathering 
but we are buoyed by the kindness, generosity and faith 
of all of our collaborators in this effort. They are our 
remarkable guests, steadfast partners and of course, 
the engaged audience who sees not only the value but 
the necessity of what we are working to build. This year, 
we are especially looking forward to joining forces with 
the visionary artists at Deep Creek Experimental who 
have taken over an old limestone mine not far from town. 
This is where we will present Show 7 on Saturday night, 
which will be simply unforgettable.

We have lofty goals to leave a real imprint on you 
and hope you will dive deep into what we are offering. 
If we have done this right you will have a singular 
experience here at Original Thinkers that will stay with 
you long after the festival has ended. Please come into 
these four days open to receive and ready to engage 
with our guests and each other. These are urgent times 
and we need to band together for these four days - and 
beyond - to create a world where original thinking, and 
all the potential that comes with it, is abundant and 
fruitful.

Thanks for being here as it means so much to 
us at Original Thinkers and we hope you will keep on 
convening here in Telluride the first weekend in  
October for years to come.

–David Holbrooke
Ringleader, Original Thinkers
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OT SENSIBILITY
We take our ideas seriously here at Original 
Thinkers but also work to make this experience 
relatively relaxed for you. Your OT pass will get you 
into all the shows at The Big Idea and so much more.

NERVE CENTER  
Located in the Telluride Ski and Golf Member’s 
Lounge in central Mountain Village, this is where you 
can pick up your pass, get Original Thinker schwag 
or just hang out with other original thinkers. Authors 
will be reading from their books over the weekend 
and you can also check out what our sponsors are 
up to. 

 
HOURS:  
THURSDAY  10A-8P 
FRIDAY–SATURDAY 8A-8P
SUNDAY  8A-4:30P

SYNAPSE THEATRE AT THE NUGGET 
We have a stellar lineup of films at the Nugget on 
Main Street Telluride all weekend with some special 
guests in attendance. Note: there is some overlap 
between the schedule in the Synapse and what we 
are playing in The Big Idea. While pass holders get 
priority, tickets are available for non-passholders.

PARTIES & EVENTS 
Check out page 44 to see what’s happening after 
hours. Our big shindig is Saturday night at Deep 
Creek Mine so don’t miss that!

BRAINSTORM STAGE 
When The Big Idea is dark, there will be a series 
of conversations and storytelling events unfolding 
all weekend at the Brain Storm stage located in 
Heritage Plaza in Mountain Village. Check the 
schedule and come out for these unforgettable 
stories (see page 38).

NAVIGATION  
The gondola to Telluride is free and runs from 7 
am to 12 am. Dial-A-Ride (970) 728-8888 offers 
complimentary transport to private homes in 
Mountain Village. To schedule other transportation 
call Telluride Express (970) 728-6000. 

THINK GREEN
At Original Thinkers, our environmental impact 
is always important to us so we are joining a new 
coalition of festivals that will work to incorporate 
the best green practices into our operations. To that 
end, we are off-setting our travel with the Pinhead 
Climate Institute to minimize our footprint —carbon 
and otherwise—and hope you will join us in that 
effort. Bring a reusable water bottle (available for 
sale at the Nerve Center) and coffee mug to use 
throughout the weekend.

A FIELD GUIDE TO ORIGINAL THINKERS
A FIELD GUIDE TO ORIGINAL THINKERS

A FIELD GUIDE TO ORIGINAL THINKERS
A FIELD GUIDE TO ORIGINAL THINKERS
A FIELD GUIDE TO ORIGINAL THINKERS

How to get the 
most out of OT.
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AARON BELKIN 19, 39
AMANDA BLAUROCK 27
ANIYA WINDGATE 13
BERNADETTE GONZÁLEZ 15
BHI BHIMAN 21
BONNIE SIEGLER 19, 39, 43
BRANDON VICTOR DIXON  15, 27, 39
BRENDA ANN KENNEALLY 17, 39, 43
BROOKE AXTELL 17
BRUCE FRANKS JR 19, 39
CAROL DYSINGER  36
CHRIS TAYLOR 21  
CHRISANN HESSING 15
DANA MARIE SCHUBART 17
DEBORAH FALLOWS 25, 38, 39
DR. HALLEH SEDDIGHZADEH 17
ELLIE BURROWS 17, 45
ERIC LEVEN 17
JAMES FALLOWS 23, 25, 38, 39
JASON HIRSCHHORN 25
JC REDON 19
JOEL SHEARER 21, 42
JOHANNES GIRARDONI 21, 42, 47
JOSH SEFTEL 11
JOSHUA DEPERRY 15
KEME NZEREM 17, 23, 39
LAUREN OAKES 13, 38, 46
MARCEL NARUCKI 27
MR. WASH 9, 43
NADIA NAVIWALA 11
NIC AZIZ 41, 42, 43
ORLANDO VON EINSIEDEL 11, 36
ORPHEO MCCORD 21, 42
RAMY ESSAM 19, 39
RHEA COMBS 21
RICH ROLL 9, 39
RICHARD ‘MAC’ MCKINNEY 11
RUTHIE LINDSEY 9, 46
SARFRAZ MANZOOR 15, 38
STANLEY STELLAR 17, 43
TALIESIN GILKES-BOWER 41, 42
TATIANA SCHLOSSBERG 13, 38, 39
THIMALI KODIKARA 13
YAEL LAVIE 11, 23, 39
ZACH BUSH 39 

GUESTS
GUESTS

GUESTS
GUESTS
GUESTS

AMERICAN FACTORY 37

CRISIS OF CONFIDENCE 25

GLORIA 25

INTO THE FIRE 36

LEARNING TO SKATEBOARD IN 36
A WARZONE (IF YOU’RE A GIRL)

LOST AND FOUND 11, 36

LOWLAND KIDS 13

MR. WASH 9

MY FATHER’S HOUSE 27

RECORDER: THE MARION 23  
STOKES PROJECT

SECRET LIFE OF MUSLIMS: 11  
RICHARD ‘MAC’ MCKINNEY 

SHOULDERS DEEP 13

ST. LOUIS SUPERMAN 19

STANLEY STELLAR:  17
HERE FOR THIS REASON

TURNING TABLES 15

ANTON VIDITZ-WARD 42
BONNIE SIEGLER 43
BRENDA ANN KENNEALLY 43
JOHANNES GIRARDONI 42
MR. WASH 43
NIC AZIZ 42
STANLEY STELLAR 43 
STUDIO CHROMASONIC 43
TALIESIN GILKES-BOWER 42

FILMS

ARTISTS

FILMS

FILMS

ARTISTS

FILMS

ARTISTS

FILMS

ARTISTS
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Located in the Telluride Conference Center 
in the core of Mountain Village. Doors open 
30 minutes before each show so grab a seat, 
come listen to some terrific live music and 
get ready to dive in.

Please note Show 7 will take place at the 
Deep Creek Mine (page 40).

THE
BIG

IDEA
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Our lives feel wildly sped up and dominated by 
the tyranny of urgency. But it doesn’t have to 
be that way. Through his top-rated podcast, 
Rich Roll has spoken with scores of people who 
are the very best in their fields. After numerous 
in-depth conversations, he has learned the 
power of personal evolution and the importance 
of leading an examined life. Joining him is 
Ruthie Lindsey whose own personal journey 
is astonishing.  Recovering from physical and 
emotional trauma led her to unexpected places 
that helped her realize the true depths of her 
wounds.  She has dedicated her life to healing 
and sharing her story, so that others can find the 
beauty in their woundedness. Mr. Wash is a short 
documentary that reinforces this idea of looking 
at our lives as a long road. Roll believes we need 
to commit to “a journey of self-inquiry and self-
discovery where no one can tell you how to do 
your life,” which seems like a great way to start 
Original Thinkers.

A TORTOISE’S 
JOURNEY

SHOW 1
SHOW 1
SHOW 1
SHOW 1

SPEAKERS

RUTHIE LINDSEY 
Hit by an ambulance at age 17, Lindsey barley survived. 
Through her miraculous recovery, she managed to find 
love, hope and healing in her journey, a message that 
she shares with the world.

RICH ROLL 
At the age of 40, Roll made a radical shift in his 
life, losing fifty pounds and shedding an addiction 
to alcohol. This personal transformation led to an 
obsession with human potential, a topic he explores 
through speaking, writing and running.

FULTON WASHINGTON 
"Mr. Wash" is a talented painter who has persevered 
through a wrongful conviction to pursue his burgeoning  
art career.

FILM

MR. WASH
Imprisoned for a crime he steadfastly said he did not 
commit, Mr. Wash (aka Fulton Washington) dealt 
with his incarceration by learning to paint, a talent he 
has developed even further after his sentence was 
commuted by President Obama.
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Horrors abound across the globe but somehow, 
in these challenging times, our own decency 
and kindness can still take a stand. Orlando Von 
Einsiedel is an Oscar-winning documentary 
filmmaker (White Helmets 2016) and has focused 
his work on trying to “capture stories of hope 
from places that appear to be without any,” 
which is certainly an apt description for Lost and 
Found, the unforgettable short documentary he 
made for National Geographic. Nadia Naviwala 
is a researcher from Pakistan with Princeton’s 
Wilson Center, who will talk about the largest 
school system in the world and how to make 
public education work so it serves everyone, 
especially girls. Richard ‘Mac’ McKinney is 
featured in the series, Secret Life of Muslims 
by filmmaker Josh Seftel, and his story is 
remarkable. McKinney came out of the military, 
alienated and angry with Muslims, planning to 
attack a local mosque. When he went to scout 
it, he was welcomed in as a brother, a reception 
that changed his life. Humanity endures indeed.

SHOW 2
SHOW 2
SHOW 2
SHOW 2

HUMANITY 
ENDURES

SPEAKERS

YAEL LAVIE
Lavie is a filmmaker and journalist who will host Show 2. She 
lives in Tel Aviv where she looks keenly at the ever-changing 
political situation in Israel. 

RICHARD ‘MAC’ MCKINNEY 
A combat veteran, McKinney is on a very different path now, 
working as a leader at a mosque in Muncie, Indiana.

NADIA NAVIWALA 
An academic based in Pakistan, Naviwala delves deeply into 
how children are taught in Pakistan, which has numerous 
cross-currents making any positive progress there challenging.

JOSH SEFTEL 
A longtime documentary filmmaker, Seftel has had films on 
PBS, offered commentary on CBS This Morning and is the 
creator of the new web series, Secret Life of Muslims.

ORLANDO VON EINSIEDEL 
Einsiedel won an Oscar for his short documentary, The White 
Helmets, and his latest films for National Geographic also try to 
find the kindness and humanity in extremely difficult places.

FILMS

SECRET LIFE OF MUSLIMS -  
RICHARD ‘MAC’ MCKINNEY
Mac McKinney came back from combat abroad, angry with 
Muslims and made plans to attack a mosque until he made a 
visit to his intended target, which changed his life.

LOST AND FOUND
Oscar winner Orlando von Einsiedel went to the world’s largest 
refugee camp, filled with more than 700,000 Rohingya fleeing 
genocide in Myanmar and found a man doing a really simple 
but critical job: reuniting small children who have become 
separated from their parents.
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We are living in a climate crisis of such 
unfathomable urgency, with massive global 
implications, that it is hard to comprehend. The 
women in this show will explore how we are 
coping with this fierce catastrophe in our own 
backyards. Thimali Kodikara is the producer 
of the Mothers of Invention podcast, which has 
the tagline “Climate change is a man-made 
problem with a feminist solution" and will share 
some of the stories she has heard. Scientist 
Lauren Oakes went to Alaska to study a dying 
tree called the yellow cedar but what she 
learned about herself, hope and humanity is the 
subject of an essential book called In Search 
of the Canary Tree. Tatiana Schlossberg’s new 
book Inconspicuous Consumption dives deeply 
into our everyday individual lives and how we 
can self-correct our carbon-intensive ways. 
17-year-old Aniya Windgate was displaced from 
her grandmother’s home by Hurricane Harvey 
and has become an activist dancer channeling 
her existential fear into a mesmerizing 
performance. A major report published last 
year by an array of noted scientists said there 
were 12 years left to seriously lower our global 
emissions. As any of these speakers will attest, 
now there are only 11 years left.

MOTHER 
OF ALL 
ISSUES

SHOW 3
SHOW 3
SHOW 3
SHOW 3

SPEAKERS

THIMALI KODIKARA 
As the producer of the Mothers of Invention podcast, 
Kodikara has spoken with scores of women across the 
world who are on the front lines of the climate crisis and 
desperately trying to adapt to everything that comes 
with this horrific reality. 

LAUREN OAKES 
Alaska is disproportionately affected by our warming 
planet, which is why scientist Lauren Oakes headed 
there to understand what is happening to a particular 
tree—the Yellow Cedar—and the resulting book is an 
essential read.

TATIANA SCHLOSSBERG 
A journalist who has focused on the climate 
catastrophe, Schlossberg has written a smart, 
funny and insightful new book called Inconspicuous 
Consumption, connecting the many aspects of our daily 
lives with our carbon impact. 

ANIYA WINDGATE 
Windgate is the rare young person who knows exactly 
what she wants to do, which is to find the impact point 
between dance and the climate crisis. 

FILMS

LOWLAND KIDS
The Americans who live in Isle de Jean Charles in 
the Louisiana bayou are likely to be the first climate 
refugees from the U.S. This film examines how 
challenging this tragically inevitable relocation is going 
to be for the tight knit community.

SHOULDERS DEEP
Aniya Windgate is a dancer who was 15 when Hurricane 
Harvey swept through Houston and displaced her and 
her family, a trauma that she processes through her 
artistic passion.
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The effects of music on our lives is hard to put 
into words, but Sarfraz Manzoor, who was born 
in Pakistan and raised in Thatcher-era England, 
can tell you exactly what kind of impact one 
musician – Bruce Springsteen – had on his once 
wayward life. Manzoor’s book about The Boss, 
Greetings from Bury Park, was adapted into a film 
called Blinded by the Light, which was a breakout 
hit at Sundance 2019. The nature of music is that 
it often crosses cultures, which is certainly the 
case with Turning Tables, a short documentary 
about a DJ from the First Nations named Joshua 
DePerry (aka Classic Roots). The science behind 
this subject is also fascinating, a subject explored 
by Bernadette González who works with the Alive 
Inside Foundation. She is trying to understand 
the effects of music on memory with Alzheimer’s 
patients. A music show wouldn't be complete 
without  performances and sing-alongs because 
after all, music brings us together and gives us joy.

WHAT DOES 
MUSIC  
REALLY
DO TO US

SHOW 4
SHOW 4
SHOW 4
SHOW 4

SPEAKERS

JOSHUA DEPERRY 
Also known as Classic Roots, Deperry is a DJ who is 
creating a new sound that mixes First Nations' beats 
and music into his own electronic compositions.

BRANDON VICTOR DIXON 
A Broadway star who played Aaron Burr in Hamilton, 
Dixon is also an activist and artist whose mission is to 
elevate America’s democratic system through his new 
foundation WeAre.

BERNADETTE GONZÁLEZ 
A scientist based in Mexico City, González studies the 
effects of music on memory and Alzheimers, working in 
part with the Alive Inside foundation.

CHRISANN HESSING 
Hessing is a documentary filmmaker, based in Toronto, 
who directed Turning Tables about Classic Roots.

SARFRAZ MANZOOR 
Based in London but born in Pakistan, Manzoor is a 
writer whose work has focused on culture, including 
how Bruce Springsteen reoriented his alienated and 
wandering self, a personal story that resulted in the 
recent film, Blinded by the Light. 

FILM

TURNING TABLES
Blending native sounds with electronic music, DJ 
Classic Roots is making music that both honors his 
history, while incorporating contemporary style.
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Shame does something uniquely pernicious 
to us that is hard to look at much less 
understand. Photographer Brenda Ann 
Kenneally’s masterwork Upstate Girls focuses 
on the hard but loving lives of young women 
in hardscrabble Troy, New York. She dives 
into this complex subject of shame on both a 
national and systemic level as well as bringing 
a deeply personal perspective. “We have 
a bondage to the past, to the shame” says 
Kenneally who will speak on stage alongside 
one of her collaborators and subjects, Dana 
Schubart. Author and activist Brooke Axtell 
life’s story is extraordinary, which she has used 
to make huge inroads on the scourge of human 
trafficking. Forensic traumatologist  Dr. Halleh 
Seddighzadeh works in Las Vegas where there 
is a ready built ecosystem of victimization, 
creating a remarkable challenge for her 
professional goal of helping people heal, which 
often involves first lifting the heavy burden of 
shame from what happened to them. Stanley 
Stellar is a photographer who chronicled the 
history of American gay rights from its shame-
infused hidden hallways in the 60’s to a robust 
rights movement today.

UNBURYING 
SHAME

SHOW 5
SHOW 5
SHOW 5
SHOW 5

BROOKE AXTELL
Brooke Axtell is a human rights activist who works to help 
young women find their way to becoming leaders through her 
mission as the Founder and Director of She is Rising, a healing 
community for women and girls overcoming rape, abuse and 
sex-trafficking.

ELLIE BURROWS 
Burrows is a vedic meditation teacher and the founder of 
MNDFL meditation.
 

ERIC LEVEN
Leven is a documentary filmmaker whose latest film is  
Stanley Stellar: Here for this Reason.

KEME NZEREM 
The host of Show 5, Nzerem is a news anchor and filmmaker 
based in the UK. His latest work focuses on his own family’s 
involvement in the slave trade.
 

DANA MARIE SCHUBART 
A survivor of childhood trauma and domestic violence, 
Schubart is working to break these relentless cycles through 
sharing her life story, which she does in Upstate Girls.

DR. HALLEH SEDDIGHZADEH 
An expert in how to treat survivors of human trafficking, Dr. 
Seddighzadeh is a forensic traumatologist based in Las Vegas, 
which has a high concentration of victims of this scourge.
 

STANLEY STELLAR  
Stellar’s photographs of the gay rights movement chronicles a 
remarkable shift as this vibrant community has emerged from 
the shadows, into the streets.

FILM

STANLEY STELLAR:  
HERE FOR THIS REASON
Stellar chronicled the rise of the gay rights movement over 
four decades through his striking photography.

SPEAKERS

BRENDA ANN KENNEALLY 
Kenneally’s book Upstate Girls is a masterwork comprised of 
photographs of tough young women and shows us an America 
which is rarely seen.
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Real societal change is incredibly hard to make 
happen, especially when working towards 
tangible and enduring impact. Aaron Belkin 
will share what he learned about grassroots 
advocacy from his 2011 public education 
campaign that successfully brought about the 
repeal of “don’t ask, don’t tell”. Belkin is now 
working to add to the number of justices on the 
Supreme Court.  Acclaimed graphic designer 
Bonnie Siegler has a new book, Signs of 
Resistance: A Visual History of Protest in America, 
a historical exploration of the art and posters 
that most effectively shaped movements in 
this country. Ramy Essam’s anthems fueled 
the Egyptian Revolution. So daring is his music 
that it has made his home country unsafe for 
him. J.C. Redon is a pioneering chef from 
Mexico City who is trying to get people to eat a 
more sustainable source of protein - insects. 
Rounding out the program is a knockout short 
documentary called St. Louis Superman, which 
follows Bruce Franks Jr, an experienced battle 
rapper who is inspired to run for office by the 
events of Ferguson, Missouri. Change may be 
hard but these speakers are never going to stop 
trying to make it happen.

CHANGE 
IS HARD

SHOW 6SHOW 6
SHOW 6
SHOW 6
SHOW 6

SPEAKERS

AARON BELKIN 
A scholar and strategist, Belkin was the architect behind the 
repeal of the odious “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy on gays in the 
military and is now working to expand the U.S. Supreme Court.

RAMY ESSAM 
Essam is an Egyptian rock singer who was tortured and arrested 
when his voice and lyrics did not suit the current regime and now 
lives in exile but continues to sing out for freedom.

BRUCE FRANKS JR. 
The star of St. Louis Superman, a community activist and battle 
rapper, Franks has committed his life to making change in the 
arena of gun violence, fueled by the death of his little brother.

SAMI KHAN 
Sami Khan is the co-director of St. Louis Superman, which has 
been acquired by MTV.

SMRITI MUNDHRA 
A filmmaker who was on DOCNYC’s list of 40 filmmakers under 
40 to Watch is the co-director of St. Louis Superman.

JC REDON 
A chef based in Mexico City, Redon is leading the way to a new 
style of cooking with a truly sustainable protein: insects.

BONNIE SIEGLER 
A hugely accomplished graphic designer and the author of Signs 
of Resistance: A Visual History of Protest in America, Siegler is an 
expert on how images can shape what we think and do.

FILM

ST. LOUIS SUPERMAN
Bruce Franks Jr. is an oratorical force whether he speaks from 
the floor of the Missouri House of Representatives or from the 
stage as a battle rapper. He has dedicated his life to curtailing  
gun violence.
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To create culture is to shape how we all live. 
But our modern culture relies on a barrage of 
information delivered to us on a daily basis, 
online and off, that often distorts our sense of 
happiness. Show 7 is a meditation on culture-
making and independent thought in our hyper-
connected and commodified world. Singer-
songwriter Bhi Bhiman wanted to go beyond 
the album so he published his latest work as a 
podcast, creating a new hybrid of recording. 
Studio Chromasonic is working to see how 
music and sound, interacting intentionally with 
light can happily and healthily mess with our 
minds. Few cultural institutions have made 
more of an impact than the new Museum of 
African American History and Culture. Curator 
Rhea Combs has seen this become a beacon 
for Americans to come and understand our 
complicated history. This whole show is 
being done in collaboration with Deep Creek 
Experimental, which has created its own wildly 
creative culture within a defunct  
limestone mine.

UNEARTHING
CULTURE

SHOW 7
SHOW 7
SHOW 7
SHOW 7

SPEAKERS

BHI BHIMAN  
Bhiman is a musician whose latest album, Peace of 
Mind is also a podcast where the artist recorded 
music and interviewed notable guests while delving 
into the issues of our time.

CHRIS TAYLOR
Taylor is an impressive multi-instrumentalist and 
vocalist in the killer indie-rock group, Grizzly Bear.

RHEA COMBS  
Combs is a curator of film and photography at the 
Smithsonian’s Museum of African American History 
and Culture in Washington DC.

STUDIO CHROMASONIC  
Founded by visual artist Johannes Girardoni and 
musicians Orpheo McCord and Joel Shearer, this 
unusual collaboration has resulted in an immersive, 
multi-disciplinary artwork, Fluid State, that inspires 
deep mindfulness and real human connection.
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SHOW 8
SHOW 8
SHOW 8
SHOW 8

THE PAST
NEVER LETS GO
FEATURE FILM

RECORDER:  
THE MARION STOKES PROJECT
Marion Stokes felt strongly that information 
was critical to understanding our society and 
believed that knowledge could not be taken 
away. As a result, this largely unknown visionary 
recorded every news broadcast she could, 
with VCRs rolling on all sorts of televised 
programming, resulting in a remarkable 
archive. The strikingly well-made documentary, 
Recorder: The Marion Stokes Project, chronicles 
Stokes’ unusual life but also contextualizes 
what she was trying to do: use information and 
knowledge to give American citizens power by 
understanding what was happening in the world. 
Filled with big ideas, this documentary seems to 
speak to our current moment in history, offering 
real perspective, incisive commentary and a 
deeper understanding of why real news  
matters more than ever. 

IN CONVERSATION

JAMES FALLOWS, YAEL LAVIE  
& KEME NZEREM
A post film panel about the critical nature of news  
and information.
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America was born out of an idea based on freedom 
and liberty. But what does that say about who we 
are and our character as a nation? Acclaimed 
journalists Deborah and James Fallows delved 
into this question in a deep and trenchant way by 
traversing the country in a single engine plane. 
On their remarkable journey, they visited a myriad 
of small towns across the U.S., which became 
the national bestseller, Our Towns: A 100,000 
Mile Journey into the Heart of America. Jason 
Hirschhorn's ReDef newsletters are a must-read in 
the upper echelons of the entertainment industry. 
He is a serious curator who has spent his time 
thinking about what the culture of this country tells 
us about our own characters. This multi-layered 
show will also include the screening of two films. 
The first is a short doc called Gloria about the 
legendary civil rights activist Gloria Richardson 
known for her 1960s protests in Cambridge, 
Maryland. The second is a sneak peak of a new 
film, Crisis of Confidence, by OT co-founder Gabriel 
Lifton-Zoline, which aims to show the shocking 
relevance of Jimmy Carter's words to our current 
political climate. At the time, the country was 
roiling from the wounds of Vietnam and Watergate, 
on top of a fierce energy crisis, and yet it feels 
like the former presidents message is even more 
needed today.

SHOW 9
SHOW 9
SHOW 9
SHOW 9

THE CHARACTER  
OF OUR  COUNTRY

SPEAKERS

DEBORAH & JAMES FALLOWS
These renowned journalists logged more than 100,000 
miles in their single-engine plane, landing in small 
towns across the country, which resulted in the best-
seller Our Towns.

JASON HIRSCHHORN  
A top executive with several media companies, 
Hirschhorn is an avid curator and analyst of popular 
American culture who has a deep understanding of the 
business and a passion for music, TV and film.

FILMS

GLORIA
The searing battles of the civil rights movement were 
captured in photos, including a memorable moment 
when Gloria Richardson bravely pushed aside the rifle 
of a National Guardsman. This short doc gives the 
context behind the image.

CRISIS OF CONFIDENCE  
(Work-in-Progress)
In the summer of 1979, Jimmy Carter gave a major 
speech from the Oval Office, saying that America was in 
a “crisis that strikes at the very heart and soul and spirit 
of our national will,” a notion that resonates even more 
so today.



THE BIG
IDEA
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The culmination of OT 2019 will be exhilarating 
and moving. Brandon Victor Dixon has starred 
on Broadway (Aaron Burr in Hamilton and 
Berry Gordy in Motown, the Musical) and is now 
working to raise voter engagement through 
an exciting new foundation called WeAre. 
There will also be a sneak screening of a new 
documentary about a church that has gone 
through a radical transformation that has 
made it an even more sacred space. Joining 
this program will be original thinkers from the 
weekend who want to share their big idea to 
change the world. This show, full of surprises, 
will send you back out into the world ready to 
make an impact of your own.

SHOW 10
SHOW 10
SHOW 10
SHOW 10

SPEAKERS

AMANDA BLAUROCK
The Executive Director of the Village Exchange 
Center, Blaurock is building a new multicultural 
institution in Aurora, Colorado that brings refugee and 
immigrant communities together in a retired church.

BRANDON VICTOR DIXON  
A Broadway star, Dixon is also an activist and artist 
whose mission is to elevate America’s democratic 
system through his new foundation WeAre.

MARCEL NARUCKI
Narucki has focused his work as a Lutheran minister 
on promoting interfaith and multicultural encounters 
and continues this as the Chairman of the Village 
Exchange Center in Aurora, Colorado.

FILM

MY FATHER’S HOUSE  
(Work-in-Progress)
Church attendance is declining across the nation so 
one church in Aurora, CO decided to deal with this 
challenge by taking the cross off the wall and opening 
their doors to immigrants from across the world, giving 
them a sacred space to celebrate their holy traditions.
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THE BIG IDEA

SYNAPSE 
THEATER AT 

NUGGET

BRAINSTORM 
STAGE

NERVE 
CENTER

WELLNESS

WORTHY 
DIVERSIONS

DEEP 
CREEK 

MINE

KEY
KEY

KEY
KEY
KEY

WHEN / 
WHERE THURSDAY

SHOW 1

5 - 6:15p
PG. 8

A
TORTOISE'S 

JOURNEY

THE BIG IDEA

BRAINSTORM STAGE

PANEL:

3:30 - 4:30p

STRATEGERY, 
EXPLAINED

SYNAPSE THEATRE  
AT NUGGET

8p - 10p

LEARNING TO SKATEBOARD 
IN A WAR ZONE

INTO THE FIRE

 LOST AND FOUND

WORTHY DIVERSIONS

2 - 3p

WAGNER SKI 
FACTORY 

TOUR

WELLNESS

1:30 - 2:30p

BABSI & TIM 
YOGA

WELLNESS

3:30 - 4:15p

TEA 
CEREMONY 

SHORT FILMS:
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SHOW 4

7 - 9p
PG. 14

WHAT DOES 
MUSIC REALLY DO 

TO US?

FRIDAY
SHOW 2

11a - 12:45pm
PG. 10

HUMANITY
ENDURES

SHOW 3

3 - 5:15p
PG. 12

MOTHER OF
ALL ISSUES

THE BIG IDEA

THE BIG IDEA

THE BIG IDEA

BRAINSTORM STAGE

5:30 - 6:30p

THE
 DOWNLOW

TOMBOY TAVERN

9:15p - on

NIGHT CAP

SYNAPSE THEATER  
AT NUGGET

8 - 10p

AMERICAN 
FACTORY

WORTHY DIVERSIONS

1:30 - 2:30p

JOURNALING WITH 
JED & RUTHIE

WELLNESS

8:30 - 9:30a

MOVEMENT 
WITH NICOLAS

WELLNESS

1:30 - 2:30p

MEDITATION

WELLNESS

10 - 10:45a

TEA 
CEREMONY

THE BIG IDEA

1:30 -2:30p

DIY SIGNS OF 
RESISTANCE

BRAINSTORM STAGE

9:30 - 10:30a

BARELY ON  
THE MAP

DEEP CREEK MINE

1:30 - 2:30p

THE HAPPENING
TOUR

PANEL:
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SATURDAY

SHOW 6

1:30 - 3:30p

PG. 18

CHANGE IS
HARD

SHOW 5

10a - 12p
PG. 16

UNBURYING
SHAME

SHOW 7

6 - 7:15p
PG. 20

UNEARTHING
CULTURE

THE BIG IDEA

THE BIG IDEA

DEEP CREEK MINE

BRAINSTORM STAGE

12:15 - 1:15p

WE CAN DO 
BETTER

DEEP CREEK MINE

ADMISSION  
BY INVITATION ONLY

8p - on

AFTER PARTY

WELLNESS

12:15 - 1:15p
MEDITATION

DEEP CREEK MINE

4 - 5:30p

THE HAPPENING 
BBQ

9 - 9:45a

NERVE CENTER

AUTHOR 
READING

WORTHY DIVERSIONS

8 - 9:45a

FOREST WALK 
WITH LAUREN 

OAKES
WELLNESS

8:30 - 9:30a

YOGA BABSI
& TIM

PANEL:
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SUNDAY

SHOW 10

5 - 7p
PG. 26

SHOW 8

10 - 11:45a
PG. 22

THE PAST 
NEVER LETS GO

THE BIG IDEA

THE BIG IDEA

THE BIG IDEA

NERVE CENTER

9 - 9:45a

BRAINSTORM STAGE

12 - 1pm

DON'T STAND 
STILL

BRAINSTORM STAGE

3:30 - 4:30p

THE DOWNLOW

AUTHOR
READING

TELLURIDE GALLERY
WORTHY DIVERSIONS

12:15 - 1p

ART TALK
W/ JOHANNES

GIRARDONI

BLACK IRON GRILL
@ THE MADELINE

7:30p - on

CLOSING NIGHT 
GATHERING

WELLNESS

12 - 1pm

MEDITATION W/
STANLEY STELLAR

WELLNESS

3:30 - 4:15p

TEA 
CEREMONY

SYNAPSE THEATER  
AT NUGGET

8 - 10p

IDEAS FOR ALL

SHOW 9

1:45 - 3:30p
PG. 24

THE CHARACTER
OF OUR 

COUNTRY

THE BIG IDEA

THE BIG IDEA

8:30 - 9:30a

DIY SIGNS OF 
RESISTANCE

DEEP CREEK MINE

12-1:30p

THE  HAPPENING
TOUR

DEEP CREEK MINE

3:30 - 4:45p

THE HAPPENING
TOUR

PANEL:
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THURSDAY 8P 
SPEAKERS: ORLANDO VON EINSIEDEL  
& CAROL DYSINGER  

LEARNING TO SKATEBOARD IN A 
WARZONE (IF YOU’RE A GIRL)
Directed by: Carol Dysinger / TRT: 40 minutes
Afghanistan, constantly roiled by sectarian violence, is a tough 
place to make a movie but Carol Dysinger’s documentary about 
young Afghan girls learning to read, write - and skateboard - in 
Kabul, offers some peace and real hope amidst the mayhem. 
Executive Produced by Orlando Von Einsiedel (who directed Lost 
and Found in Show 9, Humanity Endures), this short documentary 
explores a place called Skateistan, which recruits kids from poor 
neighborhoods to come and shred while also teaching them to 
read, write and think.

INTO THE FIRE
Directed by: Orlando von Einsiedel / TRT: 23 minutes
As ISIS began retreating from its vast territory in Iraq last year, 
it left behind a deadly crop of improvised explosives in fields, 
homes and even under children’s toys. Hana Mori leads an all-
female team of Yazidi mine clearers working to rid the land of this 
scourge and heal themselves in the process.

LOST AND FOUND
Directed by: Orlando von Einsiedel / TRT:21 minutes
A brutal campaign of ethnic genocide perpetrated by the 
Myanmar military has driven more than 700,000 Rohingya out 
of the country and into Bangladesh. Directed by Academy Award 
winner Orlando von Einsiedel (The White Helmets, Virunga), Lost 
and Found follows Kamal Hussein, a Rohingya refugee who has 
dedicated his life to reuniting children with their parents in the 
world’s largest refugee camp.

SYNAPSE THEATRE AT THE NUGGET
SYNAPSE THEATRE AT THE NUGGET

SYNAPSE THEATRE AT THE NUGGET
SYNAPSE THEATRE AT THE NUGGET
SYNAPSE THEATRE AT THE NUGGET

Besides all the programming 
at The Big Idea, we are 
offering a few evenings of 
films at the Synapse Theatre 
(aka The Nugget on Main 
Street, Telluride). Admission 
is $10 per show for people 
without an OT pass. 

FRIDAY 8P
SPEAKERS: JAMES AND DEBORAH FALLOWS

AMERICAN FACTORY
Directed by: Julia Reichert, Steven Bognar / TRT: 115 minutes
Acclaimed filmmakers Julia Reichert and Steven Bognar 
saw a story where few would have, diving into the wild and 
unpredictable narrative of a new factory being opened by 
a Chinese billionaire in an old GM plant in Dayton, Ohio. 
Produced by Netflix and Higher Ground Productions (the 
Obama’s new production company), the resulting documentary, 
American Factory, captures the culture clash that comes 
when the Chinese working culture collides with its American 
counterpart. This creates a fascinating dichotomy that looks 
at the state of the global economy along with the deep and 
ingrained cultural issues that abound in a situation like this.

SUNDAY 8P

IDEAS FOR ALL
A night of exciting films and speakers showcasing the best  
of OT 2019.
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TALKS / PANELS / READINGS
TALKS / PANELS / READINGS

TALKS / PANELS / READINGS
TALKS / PANELS / READINGS
TALKS / PANELS / READINGS

Let’s talk. 

Throughout the weekend, 
we have readings by brilliant 
authors, intimate conversations 
with guests and The Downlow 
storytelling. It’s all free and 
open to the public and hosted 
(unless otherwise noted) at 
Brainstorm Stage in central 
Mountain Village.

PANELS:

THURSDAY 3:30P / BRAINSTORM STAGE

STRATEGERY, EXPLAINED
Political strategist Aaron Belkin, actor Brandon Victor Dixon and 
Bonnie Siegler (author, Signs of Resistance) tell you how to best 
engage in our messy and often disheartening political process. 

What works, what doesn’t and how your voice can matter. 

FRIDAY 9:30A / BRAINSTORM STAGE

BARELY ON THE MAP
Journalists James and Deborah Fallows (co-authors Our Towns) 
and photographer Brenda Ann Kenneally (Upstate Girls) delve into 
the challenges of life in small-town America and what it portends 
for the rest of our country. 

SATURDAY 12:15P / BRAINSTORM STAGE 

WE CAN DO BETTER
Rich Roll and Dr. Zach Bush have had several in-depth 
conversations about the way we eat on Roll’s popular podcast 
and that continues here in Telluride as they look at the pervasive 
presence of glyphosates in our food and how we can grow our 
food more healthily. 

SUNDAY 12P / BRAINSTORM STAGE

DON’T STAND STILL
Egyptian singer Ramy Essam, Bruce Franks, Jr., (star, St. 
Louis Superman) and journalist Tatiana Schlossberg (Author, 
Inconspicuous Consumption) explain how they work to impact the 
issues they care about. 

SATURDAY 9A / NERVE CENTER
TATIANA SCHLOSSBERG  
DEBORAH & JAMES FALLOWS
SUNDAY 9A / NERVE CENTER
SARFRAZ MANZOOR
LAUREN OAKES

AUTHOR READINGS 
Come see some of the authors who have spoken at Original 
Thinkers read from their books, which you can purchase on-site 
and have them inscribed.  Morning coffee will be provided.

FRIDAY 5:30P
SUNDAY 3:30P
BRAINSTORM STAGE

THE DOWNLOW
Storytelling is one of the original ways we learned to 
communicate and connect with one another. The Downlow 
celebrates this timeless tradition by providing support, space 
and a platform to talented storytellers. The theme for this special 
Original Thinkers edition of The Downlow is “My Worst Idea.” 
Friday’s lineup has been selected, but that evening we will be 
seeking storytellers to participate in our Sunday show.
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THE HAPPENING AT THE MINE
THE HAPPENING AT THE MINE

THE HAPPENING AT THE MINE
THE HAPPENING AT THE MINE
THE HAPPENING AT THE MINE

FRIDAY 1:30-2:30P

THE HAPPENING TOUR
Weave your way through the curated exhibits at the mine, 
including featured artists Nic Aziz and Studio Chromasonic all 
weekend. Sign up at the Nerve Center.

SATURDAY

EVENTS AT THE MINE
SHUTTLES WILL DEPART FROM THE BUS STOP BY  
THE BIG IDEA STARTING AT 4PM.

4-5:30P

THE HAPPENING BBQ 
We are moving Original Thinkers up to the Deep Creek Mine, 
which will be a great time to continue the conversation with the 
weekend's guests and fellow audience members. There will be an 
Impossible Burger barbecue and a lot going on so please enjoy.

6-7:30P 

SHOW 7: UNEARTHING CULTURE 
Presented at the Deep Creek Mine (page 20).

8P-MIDNIGHT

AFTER PARTY
Music, food and more artists arrive to take OT into the evening.  
ADMISSION BY INVITATION ONLY.

SUNDAY 12-1P & 3:30-4:45P

THE HAPPENING TOUR
Weave your way through the curated exhibits at the mine, 
including featured artists Nic Aziz and Studio Chromasonic all 
weekend. Sign up at the Nerve Center.

A SPECIAL THANKS TO ANTON VIDITZ-WARD, THE 
WIZARD OF DEEP CREEK MINE, FOR ARCHITECTING 
THIS INCREDIBLE EXPERIENCE.

Imagine you walk down the street from 
your house. You turn the corner.  In front 
of you stands a massive structure—a 
museum built into the mountain. It wasn’t 
there yesterday. All of a sudden there is a 
giant and incredible cultural space down 
the street from where you live.

That’s the Deep Creek Mine. A few miles 
from the town of Telluride sits this chasm 
that is developing into a force for art, 
performance and culture, first regionally 
and then beyond. At this year’s Original 
Thinkers, we’re taking the first step in 
what hopes to be a long collaboration 
with Deep Creek Experimental.

For Original Thinkers 2019, we’ve dusted 
off this cavernous limestone mine 
to create an immersive space for art 
and performance. We are filling it with 
acclaimed artists from around the world 
who have created bold, questioning, 
and powerful site-specific work to 
share with the festival. We’ve got Studio 
Chromasonic’s show Fluid State, Nic 
Aziz’s live rendition of Rodin and many 
many more.

Even if you’ve been to the mine 
many times, you’re bound to see this 
differently. If it’s your first time, you’re in 
for a treat. There’s a big new museum in 
town—it’s huge actually—and you’ll be 
there for its first show.
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ARTISTS
ARTISTS

ARTISTS
ARTISTS
ARTISTS

These visionaries have 
an unflagging devotion 
to creation.

THROUGHOUT  DEEP CREEK MINE

ANTON VIDITZ-WARD
Viditz-Ward makes large scale artwork that mixes fire, spinning 
steel and gravity to create a dazzling experience that the 
audience can participate in. His latest ambitious project is the 
Wheels of Zoroaster, which was just at Burning Man. He is also 
the visionary behind Deep Creek Mine, where The Happening will 
take place.

THROUGHOUT  DEEP CREEK MINE

NIC AZIZ
Aziz is a performance artist who reimagines Rodin’s the Thinker 
as a contemporary African-American male.

THROUGHOUT  DEEP CREEK MINE

TALIESIN GILKES-BOWER
Gilkes-Bower is an interdisciplinary artist who works in video, 
photography, sculpture, and sound art, bringing these elements 
together to explore how communities respond creatively to 
oppression. 

THROUGHOUT  TELLURIDE GALLERY OF FINE ART 

JOHANNES GIRARDONI
The work of Johannes Girardoni has exhibited worldwide. At 
Original Thinkers, his artworks will be shown at the Telluride 
Gallery of Fine Art and the Mine (show 7) with his team from 
Studio Chromasonic (see page 40).

THROUGHOUT LOBBY BIG IDEA

BRENDA ANN KENNEALLY 
Photo-journalist/artist Brenda Ann Kenneally is immersed in 
her subject’s lives in a highly unusual way that allows her to tell 
otherwise inaccessible stories. She is speaking along with Dana 
Schubart, who is featured in Kenneally’s landmark photobook, 
Upstate Girls in Show 5.

FRIDAY 1:30-2:30P  SUNDAY 8:30-9:30A  
THE BIG IDEA THEATER LOBBY

BONNIE SIEGLER 
Siegler is an acclaimed graphic designer and author of Signs of 
Resistance: A Visual History of Protest in America. There is a special 
chance to work on a protest poster of your own after her show, 
Change is Hard.

THROUGHOUT LOBBY BIG IDEA

STANLEY STELLAR 
Over more than four decades, Stanley Stellar has chronicled 
most of the Pride movement with his camera. He is also the 
subject of the short doc, Stanley Stellar: Here for This Reason, 
which is screening in Show 5.

THROUGHOUT DEEP CREEK MINE

STUDIO CHROMASONIC
Studio Chromasonic is comprised of visual artist Johannes 
Girardoni and sound artists Orpheo McCord and Joel Shearer. 
They create immersive, multi-disciplinary works that inspire deep 
mindfulness and real human connection. 

THROUGHOUT LOBBY BIG IDEA

MR. WASH
Fulton Washington is a talented self-taught painter who learned  
his craft in prison.



4544

FRIDAY  9:15-ON / TOMBOY TAVERN

NIGHT CAP 
Join us for a post-show drink at the Tomboy Tavern, at the base 
of the ski area and near the Gondola stairs. 

SATURDAY  DEEP CREEK MINE
We are excited to bring you to a defunct limestone 
mine that has been turned over to a group of artists 
known as Deep Creek Experimental. This collective 
is collaborating with Original Thinkers to present 
an unprecedented evening. We will be providing 
shuttles from outside The Big Idea to the mine 
starting at 4pm and returning regularly.

4-5:30P

THE HAPPENING BBQ
Weave your way through the curated exhibits at the mine, 
including featured artists Nic Aziz and Studio Chromasonic and 
enjoy an Impossible Burger barbecue.

8P-MIDNIGHT

AFTER PARTY AT THE MINE 
ADMISSION BY INVITATION ONLY.

SUNDAY 7:30P-LATE / BLACK IRON GRILL 

CLOSING  GATHERING
Following Show 10, we will close out our weekend with food, 
drinks and discussion at the Black Iron Grill, located in the  
Hotel Madeline.

PARTIES & EVENTS
PARTIES & EVENTS

PARTIES & EVENTS
PARTIES & EVENTS
PARTIES & EVENTS

There are various parties 
throughout the weekend that 
are open to all pass holders. 

THURSDAY 3:30-4:15P
FRIDAY 10-10:45A
SUNDAY 3:30-4:15P

TEA CEREMONY
Colin Hudon of Living Tea (opening a tea-shop in Telluride 
this fall) will be brewing and serving tea in these traditional tea 
ceremonies. As an herbalist, acupuncturist, and practitioner of 
Traditional Chinese Medicine, he discovered a means of sharing 
the extraordinary depth of Oriental Traditions in the West through 
the Tea ceremony.

THURSDAY 1:30 - 2:30P
SATURDAY 8:30-9:30A

YOGA W/TIM LAFFERTY &  
BABSI GLANZNIG
Tim, of the incredible Tim’s Trauma Balm, and yogi Babsi 
Glanznig will guide you through ways to integrate self-care into 
your daily life. Learn how to move and stretch at this intimate 
gathering, with the chance to ask questions and engage in 
conversation.

FRIDAY 1:30-2:30P
SATURDAY 12:15-1:15P
SUNDAY 12-1P / WITH GUEST  STANLEY STELLAR

MEDITATION
In these sessions, lead by Mndfl Meditation founder Ellie 
Burrows, we’ll take a deep breath and reset from the day. Ellie’s 
guided meditations are from a variety of traditions and offer 
simple techniques in an accessible manner. Even if you think you 
can’t meditate, or have never tried, these relaxed sessions  
are for you. 

FRIDAY 8:30A - 9:30A

MOVEMENT WITH NICOLAS 
Nicolas is a movement practitioner who combines elements of 
Tai Chi, yoga, calisthenics, and meditation to create a unique set 
of movements that soothes, strengthens, and stretches your  
mind and body.

WELLNESS
WELLNESS

WELLNESS
WELLNESS
WELLNESS

While you’re here, ground yourself in 
these offerings by top practitioners 
in their field. Wellness will be  
located at the Madeline Hotel in 
Mountain Village.



4746

SATURDAY 8A / SIGN UP AT NERVE CENTER

WALK IN THE WOODS WITH 
SCIENTIST LAUREN OAKES
Oakes, who has studied how climate change is killing the yellow 
cedar tree in Alaska, will take a limited number of people into the 
woods here in Telluride to look at and understand the scourge 
affecting the local spruce. Limited space available so sign up at 
the Nerve Center.

FRIDAY 1:30-2:30P 
SUNDAY 8:30-9:30A  
THE BIG IDEA THEATER LOBBY

MAKE-YOUR-OWN SIGN OF 
RESISTANCE WITH BONNIE SIEGLER
Bonnie Siegler, a top-level graphic designer, will lead a workshop 
to make posters that speak to the issues of our time. Art supplies 
generously provided by AhHaa School for the Arts.

FRIDAY 1:30-2:30P / SIGN UP AT NERVE CENTER

JOURNALING WITH RUTHIE & JED
Ruthie Lindsey and Jedidiah Jenkins (who spoke at OT 2018) 
will lead a small group of folks in capturing their thoughts and 
feelings. They will share some small tricks they have learned in 
their personal practices of reflection that have made big impacts 
on their lives.

WORTHY DIVERSIONS
WORTHY DIVERSIONS

WORTHY DIVERSIONS
WORTHY DIVERSIONS
WORTHY DIVERSIONS

We offer more  
than just shows...

THURSDAY 2-3P 

WAGNER SKI FACTORY TOUR
Pete Wagner’s eponymously named company has its factory just 
across the plaza from The Big Idea so go check out how they 
make their custom-made, high-level skis. Across the plaza  
from The Big Idea.

SUNDAY 12:15P / TELLURIDE GALLERY OF FINE ART

ART TALK WITH  
JOHANNES GIRARDONI
Girardoni, a founder of Studio Chromasonic, is a force in his own 
right and will be at the Telluride Gallery of Fine Art. The Austrian-
born artist will share his insights about inspiration, process and 
how his work bridges the digital/analog divide. Take the free 
gondola to town and walk a few blocks to 130 East Colorado 
(Main Street).

TELLURIDE / SIGN UP BY THE NERVE CENTER

VIA FERRATA
This is a wild, cabled and laddered traverse that was built by 
local Original Thinker Chuck Kroger and is an unforgettable 
experience for anyone willing. Unless you are a Eureka Pass 
Holder, the Via Ferrata has additional costs, so inquire at the 
Nerve Center about how to contact the guide service,  
Mountain Trip.

TELLURIDE / MOUNTAIN VILLAGE

HIKING, MOUNTAIN BIKING & 
OTHER ACTIVITIES
There are lots of hikes in and around Telluride/Mountain Village 
or rent a bike at an OT discount from Boot Doctors. Ask a 
Telluride local at the Nerve Center for any suggestions for  
hikes and rides.
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David Holbrooke Ringleader
Gabriel Lifton-Zoline Co-Conspirator 
Nancy Schafer Oracle
Hayley Nenadal Programming Manager
Jameson Ritter Operations Director
Sam Shriver Festival Coordinator
Geneva Shaunette Paper Pusher & Good Times
Laura Shaunette Good Times
Olivia Pedersen Interwebs & Good Looking Stuff
Stephen Rockwood Good Looking Stuff
Ian McMullen Good Looking Stuff
Stash Wislocki Moving Images
Patti Duax Housing & Transportation
Lauren Purdy Intern
Brandon Lowitz Sales Guy
Elizabeth Stein Comms
Elodie Jacobson Goodwill Connoisseur
Jesse Hope Mine Manager
Sara Spencer Travel
Mitch Ritter Swiss Army Knife
Karl Mehrer Machine Master
Mark Burrows Presentation Director
Bianca Darby-Mattedoa Big Idea Theater Manager
Peter Halter Head Shadow Puppet
Greg Babush  Inspector
G. Douglas Stage Shepherd
Tom Wardaszka Sound
Ian Manson Ropes
Scott Upshur Ropes
Tree Priest  Pretty Lights
Kyle Wavra Kyle of All Trades
Tim Nicholson Mover and Shaker
Tim Territo Muscles
Gracie Gilbert Brains & Brawn
Carlos Cagin Brute Force
PJ Rockwood Not-Selfies
Gus Gusciora Not-Selfies

STAFF VOLUNTEERS
STAFF VOLUNTEERS

STAFF VOLUNTEERS
STAFF VOLUNTEERS
STAFF VOLUNTEERS

Kirk Ahlberg
Jessica Aiken
Tatiana Armstrong
Miranda Beck
Jim Berkowitz
Sarah Berman
Marcia Brockman
Sandy Brown
Nanci Brown
Randy Burge
Carolyn Cahill
Suzanne Cheavens
Luigi Chiarani
Ellen Clark
Stephen Contillo
Sami Damsky
Mary DeRose
Bradley Donaldson
Hunter Emmons
Jules Fallman
Jamie Finney
Molly Galetto
Joe Goldbloom
Melissa Harris
Ryan Higgins

Keith Hill
Kyle Jackson
Macy Jones 
Sarah Kirby
Loren Knobbe
Kyle Koehler
Josephine Kovash
David Kuntz
Marty Langion
Meghan MacGeorge
Tom Mackowiak
Amie Martell
Debi Mehlman
Pam Pettee
TrangPham
Erin Reis
Mark Shapiro
Palomi Sheth
Kate Stuckslager
Brittney Tatem
Hilary Taylor
Jesse Virant
Benson Worthington
Janice Zink



5150

AhHaa School for the Arts
Chris & Patty Arndt
Julie Atherton
Back Pocket Creative
Thom Beers
Anton Benitez
Laila Benitez
Bebe Bischoff
Jason Blevins
Clint Bowie
Maggie Burrows
Stuart & Joanna Brown
Michael Cain
Todd Campbell
Michelle Caporicci
Scott Carlin
CCASE
Jonathan Cedar
Suzanne Cheavens
Malinda Chouinard
Dan Collins &  
 Laurie Lundquist
Danny Craft
Todd Creel
Kelly Dalton
Zoe Dohnal
Geralyn Dreyfous
Beth Drum
Melanie Eggers
Will Evans
Ray Farnsworth
Nathan Freirichs
John Girona
Steven & Judy Gluckstern
Michael Goldberg &  
 Ashley Hayward
Art Goodtimes
Kathy Green
Steve Gumble
Clifford Hansen
Ryan Harrington
Keith Hill
Paul Hobby
Sarah Holbrooke
Bebe Bischoff
Kitty Holbrooke
Wiley Holbrooke
Chad Horning
Chuck Horning
Bill Jensen
Tony Kalyk 
Saree Kayne & 
 Michael Gregory 

Peter Kenworthy
Bill Kight
KOTO
Patrick Latcham
Elena Levin 
Pamela & John Lifton-Zoline
Alex Lowther
Drew Ludwig
Vincent & Anne Mai
Michael Martelon
Kristen McCracken
Marc & Ashley Nager
No, Thanks
Landon Ogilvie
Josselin & Ken Olson
Forest & Ingram Olson
Holli Owen
Cara Pallone
Josh Penn
Pinhead Institute
Jeff Resnick
Albert Roer
Erica Rosen
Mickey Salloway
Carly Salter
Gordon Seabury
Colin & Sasha Sullivan
Telluride Arts
Telluride Daily Planet
Telluride Film Festival
Telluride Gallery of Fine Art
Telluride Horror Show
The Telluride Institute
Telluride Theater
Telluride TV
Anton Viditz-Ward
Greg Viditz-Ward
Pete Wagner
Kathrine Warren
Tom Watkinson
Brian Werner
Ted Wilson
Stash Wislocki
Robin Wolff
Daniel Zemke

We lost several Original Thinkers 
over the past year including these 
three men who were a big part of  
our community: Jeff Badger,  
Scott Spencer, and  
Garry Transue.

THANK YOU
THANK YOU

THANK YOU
THANK YOU
THANK YOU

Thank you to the Telluride Ski and Golf 
Company, the Telluride Mountain Village 
Owners Association and the town of Mountain 
Village for supporting this new venture.

We are particularly grateful to TSG CEO Bill 
Jensen, TMVOA Executive Director Anton 
Benitez and Mayor Laila Benitez for believing 
in the vision and we look forward to working 
with you to build Original Thinkers into a 
signature event here in Mountain Village.

THANK YOU
THANK YOU

THANK YOU
THANK YOU
THANK YOU
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GONDOLA
TO TELLURIDE

MOUNTAIN VILLAGE
MOUNTAIN VILLAGE

MOUNTAIN VILLAGE
MOUNTAIN VILLAGE
MOUNTAIN VILLAGE

MAP
THE MINE

VILLAGE PARK
PLAZA

GONDOLA
TO MOUN TAIN VILL AGE

10,540 FT.
SAN SOPHIA STATION

TELLURIDE
TELLURIDE

TELLURIDE
TELLURIDE
TELLURIDE

TELLURIDE GALLERY OF FINE ART

SYNAPSE THEATRE / THE NUGGET

BRAINSTORM STAGE / HERITAGE PLAZA

WELLNESS / THE MADELINE HOTEL

WAGNER SKI FACTORY

GHOST TOWN / INFO   TELLURIDE

NERVE CENTER / TELSKI  LOUNGE

THE BIG IDEA / CONFERENCE CENTER
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M e d i c i n e  R a n c h  T e l l u r i d e  

6 1 5  W  P a c i f i c  A v e  

www.AcupunctureTelluride.com 
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MEDIA PARTNERS

LODGING PARTNERS

CITY
GUIDE

DEEP CREEK EXPERIMENTAL


